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Afternoon:
Independent arrivals into Turin (suggested flight: British Airways BA 2578 from London 
Gatwick South Terminal at 15.30, arriving into Turin at 18.20.

Transfer by coach to the centre of Turin. Turin is a city with a rich history, becoming the seat 
of the Dukes of Savoy in the 16th century, and benefitting further when the Dukes had the 
Royal Title conferred upon them in 1713. As a result, the centre of Turin boasts beautiful 
17th and 18th-century piazzas, and splendid Baroque palaces and churches designed by 
local “starchitects” such as Guarino Guarini and Filippo Juvarra. 

Continue to check in at the 5-star Hotel Principi di Piemonte, the city’s most renowned 
luxury hotel which dates to 1937 and was built in the Rationalist style of the period. 
Recently renovated, the public areas are very much Art Deco, while the rooms are bright 
and contemporary. There is a large gym, a sauna and a steam room.

Evening:
We enjoy a welcome dinner at nearby Al Garamond, one of Turin’s best modern restaurants 
housed in the 19th-century former stables of the Regiment of the Dragoons of Piedmont, 
after which it is named. Head Chef Santino Nicosia, raised in Piedmont, creates interesting 
new twists on classic Piedmontese cuisine.

Wednesday
2 November

Cover images: Piazza San Carlo
Turin
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Thursday
3 November

Morning:
Breakfast at the hotel. 

Depart the hotel by coach. We begin the day at G.A.M. or the Galeria d’Arte Moderna, 
Turin’s excellent modern art gallery founded at the end of the 19th century, making it the 
oldest modern art museum in Italy. Originally located in a wing of the Mole Antonelliana, 
the collections were subsequently moved to a more central palazzo which was destroyed 
during WWII. A purpose-built building was designed by noted Italian architects Carlo 
Bassi and Goffredo Boschetti on the same site in 1959, and a full renovation in 1993 added 
further exhibition space and modern facilities. With over 45,000 works including paintings, 
sculptures, installations, photographs and drawings, the museum covers all key periods 
in Italian modern art, from the major 19th century Italian artists such as Fontanesi, Fattori, 
Pellizza da Volpedo and Medardo Rosso, to artists of the 20th century such as Morandi, 
Casorati, Martini and De Pisis. The post-war period is also well-represented, with works by 
Boetti, Anselmo, Penone and Pistoletto, as are Boccioni, Balla and the Futurists, and Turin’s 
Gruppo dei Sei, influential in the early 1930s. 

Lunch:
Transfer by coach to the private house of Patrizia Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, without 
doubt one of the most influential figures in the international contemporary art world, who 
has kindly invited us to enjoy a light lunch at her home and visit her personal collection. 
Patrizia initially began collecting five distinct spheres of contemporary art in the early 1990s: 
British, Californian, Italian, Feminist art and photography. Over the years, her collecting 
has become freer, with the only stipulation being that the work should reflect aspects of 
the society in which it was created. Today her collection includes works by Damien Hirst, 
Maurizio Cattelan, Anish Kapoor, Damian Ortega, Philippe Parreno, Wolfgang Tillmans and 
Gillian Wearing. 

Continue to visit the Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo. The foundation stages 
regular temporary exhibitions to showcase works in the collection, organised around 
central themes which explore significant political and social issues or trends. This evening 
we have been invited to the Vernissage of two new exhibitions - a collaboration with the 
Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts de Lyon and Italian artist Fabrizio Cotognini. 

GAM, Galleria d’Arte Moderna

Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo



6 7

We end our visits at the Oval Lingotto, Turin’s primary events arena which hosts Artissima, 
Italy’s most significant contemporary art fair which began in 1994. We attend the VIP 
vernissage. As well as hosting over 200 national and international galleries, the fair has 
three other sections, headed by a board of international curators and museum directors 
and devoted to emerging artists, drawings and rediscovering the great pioneers of 
contemporary art. 

Return to the hotel.

The evening is independent. Patrons are free to make personal arrangements or may opt 
to eat together (at cost).

Morning:
Breakfast at the hotel. 

We drive west of the city to 
the town of Rivoli, to visit the 
Castello di Rivoli, once a favourite 
residence of the Dukes of Savoy 
and now housing the first-class 
Museo dell’Arte Contemporanea. 
The castle was believed to have 
been built at some point in the 
9th or 10th century, and was 
acquired by the House of Savoy 
in the 11th century who used it 
primarily to house their senior 
administrative council outside the 
city. After a period of decline, the 
castle was again inhabited by the 
Dukes of Savoy in the mid-16th 
century, and in the early 18th 
century a new façade by Filippo 
Juvarra was commissioned, which 
unfortunately remained unfinished. 
The castle was subsequently 
abandoned, and only again 
inhabited in 1863 when it was used 
as army barracks. Heavily damaged 
during WWII, it was in 1984 that 
the partially ruined edifice was 
reopened as a contemporary art 
museum, providing a historic 
and atmospheric setting for the 
purpose. 

Friday
4 November

Artissima Castello di Rivoli - Novecento, Maurizio Cattelan
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The building, a former heating plant of the Lancia factory, is a striking example of 1930s 
industrial architecture, with over 1,400 sqm of exhibition space. The foundation’s aim is to 
exhibit works by Mario Merz and his wife Marisa Merz alongside other major site-specific 
projects by national and international artists, who are invited to interact with the space and 
its collections. It also cultivates research, exploring the new generations of contemporary 
artists through regular temporary shows.

Return to the hotel for some time at leisure.

Evening:
We dine this evening at the restaurant of the Circolo dei Lettori, located in the 
magnificent Palazzo Graneri della Roccia, a Baroque palace which now serves as a cultural 
space dedicated to literature. The restaurant is located within the palazzo’s historic rooms, 
serving excellent traditional cuisine from Piedmont, all carefully prepared under Head Chef 
Stefano Fanti.   

The historic apartments now hold one of the most important collections of 19th- and 
20th-century art in Italy, focusing primarily on works of Arte Povera, Transavantgarde, Body 
Art, Minimal Art and Land Art. Artists represented include Giacomo Balla, Emilio Vedova, 
Maurizio Cattelan, Giovanni Anselmo, Claes Oldenburg, Jeff Koons, Ai Weiwei, Olafur 
Eliasson and William Kentridge.

Lunch: 
At Restaurant Castello di Rivoli, a chic contemporary restaurant located in a wing of the 
castello, serving imaginative takes on traditional Italian dishes.

Afternoon:
Our final visit of the day is to the Fondazione Merz, one of Turin’s best contemporary art 
centres which was established in 2005 and named after Mario Merz, one of Italy’s most 
prominent 20th century artists. 

Fondazione MerzCastello di Rivoli
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Saturday
5 November

Morning:
Breakfast at the hotel and check out.

We make our way to one of Italy’s newest arts venue, the OGR (Officine Grandi Riparazioni), 
a complex of factory buildings and warehouses established in 1895 for railway repairs and 
maintenance. Closed as an industrial site in 1992 and almost demolished, it finally found 
use as an exhibition space in 2008 and then as the venue for the celebration of the 150th 
anniversary of the Unification of Italy in 2011. After 3 years of extensive restoration work, 
the OGR opened last year as a multi-purpose arts venue, staging significant exhibitions of 
contemporary art, concerts, talks and performance art.

Lunch and Afternoon:
We transfer by coach to the Lingotto Project, Turin’s former Fiat factory now transformed 
by architect Renzo Piano. Piano redesigned the space to create a site that encompassed 
areas for research, culture and technology - the culmination of a long historical and 
architectural process of development that began in the early 20th century.

We ascend the former factory ramp to the remarkable structure that houses the Pinacoteca 
Gianni & Marella Agnelli, which opened in 2002. Renzo Piano’s  “Scrigno” (literally, jewel 
box or treasure chest) is an extraordinary ‘container’ that seems to float above the Lingotto, 
housing the tiny but exquisite permanent collection of the Pinacoteca, which holds 
masterpieces by Balla, Modigliani, Matisse, Picasso and Severini.

Lunch:
We return to the ground floor for lunch at Eataly Lingotto, a renowned food emporium 
established in 2007 to showcase the best of Piedmont’s culinary produce and the 
international ‘Slow Food’ movement which focuses on only using locally grown and 
seasonal products. 

OGR (Officine Grandi Riparazioni)

Pinacoteca Gianni & Marella Agnelli
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Our tour ends with a visit to Galleria Franco Noero housed in an elegant 18th century 
apartment building facing the Palazzo Carignano.  Franco Noero opened his first gallery 
in Turin in 1999 and has since moved four times as the collection continues to outgrow its 
location. This new location at Piazza Carignano boasts over 500 square metres of gallery 
and exhibition space. The gallery represents emerging Italian and international artists and 
regularly exhibits site specific works and video installations alongside photography and 
painting.

Continue to Turin Airport for deprtures (suggested flight: British Airways BA 2579 to 
London Gatwick, departing at 19.20 and arriving into Gatwick South Terminal at 20.10).

Galleria Franco Noero

Tour Price: Turin

The cost of the tour to Turin (3 nights) is:

 £2,750 based on single occupancy

The tour cost includes:
• 3 nights accommodation in Turin at the 5-star Hotel Principi di Piemonte (Deluxe rooms)
• Full breakfast in the hotel restaurant each day
• Meals at restaurants as per the itinerary:
-  3 lunches
-  2 dinners
• Transportation by deluxe motor coach throughout
• All visits and special private arrangements as per the itinerary
• All museum entrance fees
• Services of an ArtsAbroad tour director throughout
• Expert Guides and Curators
• All gratuities for restaurants, guides, porters, drivers
• Porterage at the hotel

The tour cost does not include:
• International flights to / from Turin
• 1 dinner
• Travel insurance 
• Personal expenditure (such as laundry / telephone calls etc)

• Room upgrades may be available - please call ArtsAbroad if you would like further information. 
We will also be pleased to book additional nights before or after the tour.  

** Please note that the itinerary is subject to change.



ARTSABROAD LIMITED
291A Brompton Road

LONDON
SW3 2DY

U.K.

info@artsabroad.co.uk
www.artsabroad.co.uk

TEL: +44 (0)20 7589 9669   
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