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CONTEMPORARY ART BOCIETY

The Annual General Meeting of the Contemporary Art Society will be held
at Commercial Union Assurance, 5t Helen's, 1 Undershalt, London EC3 on
Thursday, June 19, 1280 at 6.45 pm.

AGENDA

1.

To receive and adopt the report of the commilise and the accounts
for the year ended December 31, 1979, together with the audior's
report.

To reappoint Sayers Butierworth as auditors of the sociely in
accordance with section 14 of the Companies Act, 1878, and to
authorize the commitiee to determine their rermmuneration for the
Coming year.

To elect to the commitiee the following who has been duly
nominated: Lady Vaizey, The retiring members are Edward Lucie-
Smith and Alistair McAlpine,

Any other business.

By order of the Commitiee

Pauline Vogelpoe!

May 19, 1980
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Patron
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother

Executive Committee

Nancy Balfour OBE Chairman

Alistair McAlpine Vice Chairman
Lord Croft Honorary Treasurer
Caryl Hubbard Honorary Secretary

Edward Lucie-Smith
Marquess of Dufferin and Ava
Catherine Curran
Joanna Drew
Gabrielle Keiller
Bryan Montgomery
Geoffrey Tucker CBE
Alan Bowness CBE
Carol Hogben

Belle Shenkman
David Brown

Robin Campbell CBE
William Packer

Ann Sufton FSIAD
Edward Dawe

Muriel Wilson

Pauline Vogelpoel MBE The Director
Petronilla Spencer-Silver Organising Secretary

Committee Report for the year ended 31 December 1979

During the year Lady Vaizey and Anthony Diamond retired from the
committee by rotation. Muriel Wilson and Edward Dawe were elected to the
committee.

The principal activities of the society are to promote the development of
contemporary art and to acquire works by living artists for presentation to
public collections in Great Britain and the Commonwealth.

The society's acitvities during the year resulted in a surplus of £29,893 at
31 December, 1979.

NANCY BALFOUR
Chairman

May 19, 1980

Chairman’s Report

In 1979 the Contemporary Art Society did once again what it was created
in 1910 to do: it presented 135 works by 101 artists of today to 89 public
art galleries in Great Britain and the Commonwealth. Nearly all these
pictures and sculptures had been acquired during the previous four years,
some of them by gift or bequest but most of them by purchase with funds
provided by subscriptions and donations from individual members, private
trusts, business firms and public galleries, supplemented by grants from
the Arts Councils of Great Britain and Scotland. For the first time the
society’s exhibition of recent acquisitions was held outside London, very
suitably since the chief beneficiaries are collections outside London. So
we welcomed the opportunity offered by the Portsmouth City Museum and
Art Gallery and are most grateful for the financial and other assistance
which we received from the authorities there and for the enthusiasm and
imaginative co-operation of the gallery's staff.

The society's exhibition “Art for Today”, which was opened by Sir Norman
Reid, then Director of the Tate Gallery, was the contribution of the visual
arts to the 1979 Portsmouth Festival and was held over until the Museums
Association met in South Hampshire in July. At that time representatives of
many of the public art galleries belonging to the society were able to see
the works available and tell us which they would like to be given. The final
allocation is listed later in this report; obviously there were some
disappointments but 30 galleries received their first choice and 40 their
second or third choice. In connection with recent reports that some local
authorities are considering selling items from their museums, it should be
mentioned that a gallery receiving a gift from the Contemporary Art Society
is required to sign an undertaking that the gift will not be regarded as a
disposable asset.

During last summer a questionnaire was circulated to member galleries
(and answered by about half of them), asking for candid opinions on what
the society had been doing recently and on what it should do in the future.
These criticisms and suggestions have been fully discussed by the
committee and drawn to the attention of our buyers. Particularly, and
rightly, stressed was the necessity of purchasing only works of museum
quality, by both established artists and promising unknowns; but also
stressed was the outstanding contribution made by the society over the
years to the modern collections of public galleries in all parts of Britain,
especially those which have little or no purchase money of their own. The
wide range of the society's acquisitions and the independence of its
buyers' judgements were frequently commended and we were touched
and also stimulated by the appreciation of what the society does and the
recognition of its uniqueness. This has since been followed up in a
practical way by several galleries which have increased their annual
subscriptions and by several others, most of them from Scotland, which
have joined for the first time, something which was hardly to be expected
in a period when local authorities are being forced to economise
drastically.

In recent years our buyers’ search for works of the highest quality has
been hampered by lack of money. So | am happy to say that, after
spending a record sum on pictures and sculptures in 1978, the society
increased that spending by more than 50 per cent in 1979, to over
£35,000. The chief buyers for the year were Lord Croft and Gabrielle Keiller,
with Anthony Diamond travelling north to spend our Scottish purchase






